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EIFL (originally called EIFL Direct) is created as an initiative 
of the Open Society Institute (OSI), now Open Society 
Foundations (OSF), a private grant -making foundation 

that is part of the Soros Foundation.
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EIFL STARTED AS EIFLDIRECT









1999-2018

Total number of full text article 

and book chapter downloads

57,854,054



Over the past 20 years, EIFL has been a forum for 
sharing knowledge and new ideas within a strong 
international community, helping make access to 
library e -resources in Slovenia considerably more 
effective. 

Karmen ŠtularSotošek
EIFL Country Coordinator in Slovenia

TESTIMONIES

EIFL helped solve challenges faced by Nepalese 
researchers and scholars by providing access 

to online databases.

Jagadish Aryal
EIFL Country Coordinator in Nepal



EIFL has uncovered a treasure trove of e -
Resources for teaching, learning and research 
in Myanmar, leading to a dramatic change for 
universities and academic libraries.

Myat Sann Nyein
Local Coordinator EIFL eLibrary Myanmar 

Project

TESTIMONIES

EIFL continues to play a prominent role, 
developing a culture which encourages the use of 
electronic information resources in Ukraine and 
other Eastern European countries .

Oleksii Vasyliev
EIFL Country Coordinator in Ukraine



EIFL was one of the original signatories to the 
Budapest Open Access Initiative, which first 

coined the term "Open Access".

SIGNS THE BUDAPEST 

OPEN ACCESS DECLARATION

2002 ð2012 ð2017



EIFLõS CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Awareness raising, advocacy and training OA:

From 2004 to 2018, EIFL:

ÅTrained 250,000+ people in open access, open 

data and open science;

ÅLed or organized 1,100+ training events;

ÅReached 69 countries in Africa, Asia and Europe.



EIFLõS CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Setting up infrastructure for open access through 
institutional repositories

Å2005 first OA repository 
at the University of 
Zimbabwe

Å In 2019 we have 

1,100+ in our network.



EIFLõS CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Established two entities / founding
members of

ÅCOAR - an international 
association that bring s together 
the repository community and 
major repository networks in 
order build capacity, align policies 
and practices, and act s as a global 
voice for the repository 
community

ÅOpenAIRE - European Open 
Science Infrastructure for open 
scholarly communication



EIFLõS CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Advocated for and supported drafting of institutional 
and national open access policies mandating open 
access to research outputs

Å158 institutions in the EIFL network have 

adopted OA policies. 

Å6 national OA policies: Czech Republic, Ethiopia, 

Lithuania, Serbia, Slovakia and Slovenia



Thanks to EIFL, Kenya has significantly advanced 
openness in science and research and benefited from 
free and affordable subscriptions.

Arnold Mwanzu
EIFL Country Coordinator in Kenya

TESTIMONIES

EIFL has helped Palestinian universities to set up 
institutional open access repositories and open their 

research and publications to the world.

Diana SayejNaser
EIFL Country Coordinator in Palestine

Since joining EIFL Uganda has seen a tremendous 
increase in open access awareness and implementation.

David Bukenya
EIFL Country Coordinator in Uganda


