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“It's not crunch time yet, Mr. Kim...”    

The Janeway software is in no way, 
whatsoever, associated with a Star Trek 
Captain of the same name.

Ok. She’s our favourite Captain...  

- K. Janeway



What is Janeway?

● An open source Journal and Press management platform
● Submission
● Peer review
● Copyediting
● Production
● Proofing
● Crossref DOIs/Crosscheck (iThenticate)
● CMS, News, Editorial Team, Contact Form etc.
● Support for CLOCKSS/LOCKSS and Portico
● OAI import routines
● APC/Disqus/Import/Back content loading plugins
● Press site: books, preprints
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Background and the Team

● Project is lead by Martin Eve
● Development of the platform by Andy Byers & Mauro Sanchez
● Supported by OLH and Birkbeck, University of London
● Intention is to ensure spread of OLH journals across a range of 

platforms, from in-house to Ubiquity Press
● Reduce production costs through automation
● Currently:

○ OLH Press (https://www.openlibhums.org)
○ Orbit (https://orbit.openlibhums.org)
○ IJWWE (https://ijwwe.uwp.co.uk)
○ Dandelion (https://dandelionjournal.org/)
○ C21 Literature

● In progress:
○ Nineteen

https://dandelionjournal.org/


What does Janeway aim to achieve?

● A scholarly publishing platform written in a well documented, stable 
language & framework

○ Django/Python (https://djangoproject.com)
● As little “magic” as possible

○ We follow a Model, View, Template process, with abstraction only 
where necessary

● Light testing, covering security with selective regression testing of new 
bugs

● No paywalls 
● Developed in the open, licensed openly (AGPLv3)
● Intuitive interface and pleasant themes
● A suitable environment for collaboration



What is great about Janeway?
● Janeway is developed in Python 3, using the Django web 

application framework.
○ There are 8000+ Django related packages on PyPi that 

can be integrated into Janeway
■ Eg. https://pypi.org/project/annotator_store/

● Janeway has a flexible peer review workflow that includes 
customisable forms and review via Hypothesis annotations

● Pre-packaged themes in popular css frameworks (Bootstrap, 
Foundation & Materialize)

● Public REST API so that you could build your own front end 
outside of the Janeway ecosystem

● Press platform with news, billing (consortium), books and journal 
management & preprints

https://pypi.org/project/annotator_store/


What’s not so great about Janeway?

● Paywalls (the core of Janeway will never have paywalls)

● Installation
○ Currently, installing Python applications is not as easy as it 

could/should be, working to mitigate this.
■ Debian, Ubuntu & Mint scripts available, guides for 

dev and live deployments 
(https://github.com/BirkbeckCTP/janeway/wiki)

● Immature Software
○ Janeway is a new solution, it is under heavy development, 

there will inevitable be bugs and breaking changes

● Community
○ Janeway hasn’t developed a community yet, something we’re 

working on



What’s next for Janeway?

● Aiming to release version 1.3.7 (Torres)
○ Overhaul of the workflow system, allow workflow to be changed

● Developing 1.4, which will revolve around upgrading Django

● Developing our hosting and services strategy
○ We currently have 6 commercial clients

● Supporting Post-Pub Peer Review

● Integration of Substance’s texture editor (working with V&A)

● Building more collaborative relationships (with PKP and the 

University of Michigan)



Of possible interest, an article on Janeway has been 
published in UKSG Insights

Eve, M. P., & Byers, A. (2018). Janeway: a scholarly 
communications platform. Insights, 31, 15. DOI: 
http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.396

If anyone is interested in hosted options for Janeway or 
if they want a full system demo then please get in touch:

Andy Byers - andy.byers@openlibhums.org
07519195227

http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.396
mailto:andy.byers@openlibhums.org

