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DSpace Characteristics

Widely used (thousands of 

installations world-wide)

Broad global 

community

Some technical problem/challenges 

(details below)

Approved and stable out-of

the box system, extendable

(Research data, CRIS 

functionality) 

Metadata well-structured and 

complete

Reliable based on more than 

twenty years of development 

history



Where it all began https://dspace.mit.edu

https://dspace.mit.edu/oai/request

https://dspace.mit.edu/
https://dspace.mit.edu/oai/request


➔Checking the OAI-PMH interface via Browser and/or OAI-
PMH Validator 
(https://www.openarchives.org/Register/ValidateSite)

➔Take a look at your Configuration (OAI-PMH, Handle)

➔Deliver correct Contact Address  (on web-site and Identify 
response) and Observe the incoming feedback

➔(Parallel) English interface (start page) for global users

➔Pay attention to the Metadata Quality (Document links,
Usage of Vocabularies)

➔Register at Common Registries as OpenDOAR, 
Openarchives, (www.openarchives.org) and Service Providers 
(CORE, https://core.ac.uk/benefits#join-core) and 
communicate changes

➔Take a look at the CORE Data Provider‘s Guide 
(https://core.ac.uk/documentation/data-providers-guide)

Recommendations 
for visibility, 
connectivity and 
quality

https://www.openarchives.org/Register/ValidateSite
https://www.openarchives.org/Register/ValidateSite
http://www.openarchives.org
https://core.ac.uk/benefits#join-core
https://core.ac.uk/documentation/data-providers-guide


Checking the OAI-PMH interface via Browser

https://dspace.mit.edu/oai/request? verb=ListRecords&metadataPrefix=oai_dc

The DSpace base url for a ListRecords call 

has the standard format:



Checking the OAI-
PMH interface via 
Browser



DSpace – Potential OAI-PMH Problems

OAI-PMH interface not enabled

noRecordsMatch

Handle Connectivity not configured

Internal server error

ListRecords call crashes 

Not working local links to document (example: url uses localhost)

Security Error



OAI-PMH interface not enabled

● https://www.xxx.xx/cris/server/oai/request



DSpace – Potential Problems



Access Problems



Sometimes the OAI response says: noRecordsMatch while the web-site has 
contents



Handle 
connection not 
correct 

<dc:type>Other</dc:type>
<dc:identifier>http://hdl.handle.net/123456789/53</dc:identifier>



Handle 
connection not 
correct 

<dc:identifier>1992-6510</dc:identifier>
<dc:identifier>http://hdl.handle.net/11592/156</dc:identifier>
<dc:language>spa</dc:language>



Document url
not correct 

<dc:identifier>http://localhost:8080/xmlui/handle

/123456789/356</dc:identifier>



Local document 
link not correct <dc:identifier>http://repositorio.xxx.br/handle/123456789/395</dc:iden

tifier>
<dc:identifier>http://hdl.handle.net/123456789/6</dc:identifier>



DSpace – Local link does not work

<dc:identifier>http://dspace.unipampa.edu.br:8080/jspui/handle/riu/5524</dc:identifier>



OAI-PMH ListRecords Crashes

https://dspace.xxx.cz/oai/request?verb=ListRecords&resumptionToken=oai_dc%2F%2F%2F%2F47000



Contact Information is difficult to find



Version upgraded OAI-PMH base url without redirect

Development stages of the DSpace Base url format

http://dspace.xxx.org:8080/dspace-oai/request

http://dspace.xxx.org/dspace-oai/request

https://dspace.xxx.org/dspace-oai/request

https://dspace.xxx.org/oai/request

https://dspace.xxx.org/server/oai/request

https://dspace.xxx.org/rest/oai/request

https://dspace.xxx.org/api/oai/request

The format of the Dspace base url was different depending on the version and changed with a 

version change. A redirect from the previous URL is necessary so that the calls continue to work



➔Checking the OAI-PMH interface via Browser and/or OAI-
PMH Validator 
(https://www.openarchives.org/Register/ValidateSite)

➔Take a look at your Configuration (OAI-PMH, Handle)

➔Deliver correct Contact Address  (on web-site and Identify 
response) and Observe the incoming feedback

➔(Parallel) English interface (start page) for global users

➔Pay attention to the Metadata Quality (Document links,
Usage of Vocabularies)

➔Register at Common Registries as OpenDOAR, 
Openarchives, (www.openarchives.org) and Service Providers 
(CORE, https://core.ac.uk/benefits#join-core) and 
communicate changes

➔Take a look at the CORE Data Provider‘s Guide 
(https://core.ac.uk/documentation/data-providers-guide)

Recommendations 
for visibility, 
connectivity and 
quality

https://www.openarchives.org/Register/ValidateSite
https://www.openarchives.org/Register/ValidateSite
http://www.openarchives.org
https://core.ac.uk/benefits#join-core
https://core.ac.uk/documentation/data-providers-guide


CORE 

Thank you for your attention!


