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I M F  e L I B R A R Y
A comprehensive, easy-to-use source of  
unrivaled research and statistics on financial  
and economic developments
Where Leadership and Information Merge
The International Monetary Fund is an organization 
of 187 countries, working to foster global monetary 
cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate 
international trade, promote high employment and 
sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty 
around the world. 

The IMF is a trusted authority with decades of 
experience: its data and reports are the most 
timely and reliable resources available on the 
global economy, and they are used every day by 
governments, academics, businesses, and the media. 

A Smart Investment
The IMF eLibrary is an indispensable tool for 
economics research and analysis, offering the entire 
catalog of IMF publications electronically, bundled 
into collections for easy purchase. 

With an IMF eLibrary subscription, you will have the 
IMF’s extensive archives of valuable research at your 

fingertips. New content is available automatically, 
eliminating the need to monitor release schedules 
or review catalogs. Tailor your eLibrary subscription 
to get direct access to the resources you need, with 
the option to expand it easily without the need for 
complicated orders.

Our Most Popular eLibrary Collections
Add credibility to your work with the world’s 
most reputable source of searchable databases of 
economic statistics and reports. 

The new user interface in the data section of the IMF 
eLibrary allows access to data through two powerful 
reporting tools: “Data Reports” and “Query Builder.” 

Data Reports helps users to easily build reports and 
charts covering many common IMF data topics. 
Predetermined country, topic, and data sources are 
available through the dropdown menus in the Data 
Reports tool. Query Builder allows users to develop 
a customized data search by filtering across country, 
concepts, and database sources to generate a report.
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A Full Picture
The eLibrary also holds multiple-format versions of all 
IMF publications, including:

• Books and analytical papers—Occasional Papers,  
  Seminar Volumes, Departmental Papers, Country  
  Reports, Glossaries, Staff Discussion Notes,  
  Working Papers, and other publications

• Periodicals and reports, such as the World  
  Economic Outlook, Global Financial Stability Report,   
  Fiscal Monitor, and Regional Economic Outlook 
  reports

• A full picture of IMF activities, with the Annual  
  Report of the Executive Board, Finance & Development  
  magazine, Independent Evaluation Office reports,  
  and more

Enhanced Content, Easy Navigation
All text is now fully searchable, making it easier  
to find and use relevant content.  Other new  
industry-leading  features include:

• XML, ePUB, PDF, and Mobipocket formats

• Integrated search function across statistical databases

• MARC records

• Copy and paste to Excel

• Citation and sharing tools

• COUNTER-compliant usage reporting

• Open URL compliance

• Internal linking to references, tables, and charts

• Improved browsing and searching tools

• Personal accounts

• Alerts for new content

For information on IMF eLibrary subscriptions and pricing, and to arrange  
an institutional free trial, please contact Cathy Willis at cwillis@imf.org. 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND

Publication Services

P.O. Box 2780

Washington, DC 20090 USA

Telephone: +1 (202) 623-7430

Fax: +1 (202) 623-7201

E-mail: cwillis@imf.org

See For Yourself

Go to www.elibrary.imf.org for an online demonstration. Browse our in-depth, independent analysis on the 
financial crisis, development, macroeconomics, poverty reduction, trade, globalization, and much more.



The IMF eLibrary offers the entire catalog of over 10,400 publications in several digital formats. You can access all  
IMF content in one integrated environment. All text is fully searchable, making it easier to find information. New material 
is available automatically, eliminating the need to monitor release schedules or review catalogs. Our collection categories 
allow for easy content expansion without the need for complicated orders.  

With an eLibrary subscription, you will have the 

IMF’s extensive archives of valuable research 

material at your fingertips. With more information 

being added to the archives each month, the IMF 

eLibrary is a convenient way to access our entire 

collection of economic studies, books, and data.

Add credibility to your 
work with the world’s 
most reputable source of  
searchable economic  
statistics and reports.

IMF eLibrary

Simple discovery  
process lets you search by 
subscribed or all available 
content, publication type, 
topic, or language.

The statistical data you  
depend on is available 
through the IMF eLibrary. 

Our online demonstration  
brings these new features to  
life. Go to  “About”  to view 
product tour.



IMF eLibrary

Our eLibrary content includes:

IMF Statistics

Authoritative IMF data and research 
resources delivered through online tools.

• International Financial Statistics 
• Balance of Payments Statistics 
• Direction of  Trade Statistics 
• Government Finance Statistics 
• Statistical Yearbooks  
• Manuals and Guides

Books and Analytical Papers

Gain access to our critical analysis, unique  
studies, and important research.

• Books 
• Occasional Papers 
• Seminar Volumes 
• Departmental Papers 
• Country Reports  
• Glossaries 
• Special Issues 
• Technical Notes and Manuals 
• Pamphlets 
• Staff Discussion Notes 
• Working Papers

Periodicals and Reports

Nothing compares to our reports on where the global economy has 
been and may be heading.

• World Economic Outlook  
• Global Financial Stability Report 
• Fiscal Monitor 
• Regional Economic Outlook reports 
• Research Bulletin 
• IMF Survey 
• IMF Staff Papers (up to 2008) 
• Annual Report on Exchange Arrangements 
and Exchange Restrictions

A Full Picture of  IMF Activities

• Annual Report of the Executive Board 
• Finance & Development magazine 
• Independent Evaluation Office reports  
•  Articles of Agreement and By-Laws 
• Summary Proceedings

Research Tool

IMF eLibrary is an indispensable 
tool for economics research and 
analysis. It delivers information and 
perspective on macroeconomics, 
globalization, development, trade 
and aid, technical assistance, 
emerging markets, policy advice, 
poverty reduction, and much more. 
And you can tailor your eLibrary 
subscription to give you direct access 
to the resources you need: 

• comprehensive selection of periodicals 
• expanded statistics package 
• authoritative books and analytical papers

There is no more trusted or respected authority than the IMF for vital 
global economic information and thought leadership. Make sure the 
eLibrary is part of your organization.

eLibrary Functionality

The eLibrary makes it easy for institutions to use IMF content. 
Collection categories allow for simple content expansion without 
the need for complicated orders. And now the eLibrary is easier to 
use, and quicker to navigate, with these enhanced features:

• XML, ePUB, PDF, and Mobipocket formats 
• Integrated search function across statistical databases 
• MARC records 
• Full-text searching 
• Copy and paste to Excel 
• Citation and sharing tools 
• COUNTER-compliant usage reporting 
• Open URL compliance 
• Internal linking to references, tables, and charts 
• Improved browsing and searching tools 
• Personal accounts 
• Alerts for new content

You’ll find all that and more in the new IMF eLibrary — your one-
stop resource for IMF content. 

Please contact cwillis@imf.org  
for further information. 
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International Financial Statistics 
(IFS) Database
The IMF’s principal statistical database, IFS, is the standard source for 

international statistics on all aspects of international and domestic 

finance. For most countries, the IFS reports data on balance of 

payments, international investment position, international liquidity, 

monetary and financial statistics, exchange rates, interest rates, prices, 

production, government accounts, national accounts, and population. 

Updated monthly, the IFS database contains:

• approximately 61,000 time series covering 194 countries and areas 

• time series starting in 1948 for many IMF member countries 

• exchange-rate series for all IMF member countries, plus selected other areas,  

  including all series appearing in IFS Country Pages 

• selected aggregates of key variables in IFS World Tables

IFS is used throughout the world by governments, academics, and 

commercial and financial organizations. 

International Financial Statistics Yearbook  
and Country Notes
The IFS Yearbook, usually published in July, contains available annual data for a 12-year period for 

countries appearing in the monthly issues of International Financial Statistics. The Yearbook includes 

additional time series in country tables and tables of area and world aggregates.

The IFS Country Notes presents, in two sections, background information on the data published 

in the IFS, including compilation techniques and standard sources of statistics. Designed to be a 

companion volume to the IFS database, monthly print edition, and Yearbook, the Country Notes  

are updated monthly. 

International Financial Statistics—Print 
A monthly print edition of IFS provides a complete library of updated financial information from 

countries around the world, with over 1,400 pages of data. Information is presented in country tables 

and in tables of area and world aggregates. Also available online and on CD-ROM, the print IFS can 

be ordered in combined database and print subscription packages.

International Financial Statistics and Balance of Payments Statistics
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International Financial Statistics and Balance of Payments Statistics

Balance of Payments Statistics (BOPS) Database
One of the primary functions of the IMF is to prevent financial crises 

and assist countries in balance of payments difficulties, and collecting 

standardized, comparable balance of payments and international 

investment position (IIP) data is seen as a core task. Composed of 

international economic transactions data, BOPS delivers critical statistical 

information that covers:

• total goods, services, income, and current transfers  

  an economy receives from or provides to the rest of  

  the world 

• capital transfers and changes in each economy’s  

  external financial claims and liabilities 

• tables featuring area and world totals of balance of  

  payments and IIP components and aggregates

BOPS contains over 200,000 quarterly and annual time series data. The data 

include aggregate and detailed information in the form of analytical and 

standard component presentations for countries. Additional documentation 

describes the methodologies, compilation practices, and data sources used by individual member countries in compiling  

their balance of payments and IIP statistics.  In addition, BOPS contains data as reported by the balance of payments compiling 

agencies to the IMF Statistics Department. BOPS is updated monthly.

Balance of Payments Statistics (BOPS) Yearbook 
The BOPS Yearbook, usually published in December, contains balance of payments statistics for most 

of the world, compiled in accordance with the IMF’s Balance of Payments Manual, Fifth Edition (BPM5).  

Part 1 includes aggregate and detailed information in the form of analytical and standard component 

presentations for countries. Part 2 provides tables of data, featuring area and world totals of balance 

of payments and IIP components and aggregates. Part 3 describes the methodologies, compilation 

practices, and data sources used by individual member countries in compiling their balance of 

payments and IIP statistics. 

The BOPS Yearbook is available online, in print, and on CD-ROM, and can be ordered in combined 

database and print subscription packages.
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Direction of Trade Statistics 
(DOTS) Database
Common wisdom holds that as countries become more integrated, 

they are increasingly influenced by other economies. The DOTS 

database provides statistics on the value of each country’s 

merchandise exports and those of its primary trading partners. 

The database includes: 

• total bilateral and multilateral exports and imports aggregated at  

  the national or regional group level 

• data from 1960 at monthly and quarterly frequencies, and from  

  1948 for annual data 

Reported data are supplemented by estimates whenever such data 

are not available or current. Imports are reported on a cost, insurance, 

freight (c.i.f.) basis and exports are reported on a free on board (f.o.b.) 

basis, with the exception of a few countries for which imports are also 

available free on board (f.o.b.). 

Time series data include estimates derived from reports of partner countries for non-reporting  

and slow-reporting countries. 

Direction of Trade Statistics (DOTS) Yearbook  
and Quarterly Issues
The DOTS Yearbook, usually published in October, contains seven years of data for 184 countries on 

the value of merchandise exports and imports between each country and its trading partners, and 

the annual percentage change in total value and geographical distribution of trade among groups, 

along with world and area tables.  

The quarterly issues cover data for the most up-to-date six quarters and the latest year for 159 

countries as well as for the world and area tables. DOTS is disseminated online, in print, and on  

CD-ROM, and can be ordered in combined database and print subscription packages.

Direction of Trade Statistics and Government Finance Statistics
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Government Finance Statistics 
(GFS) Database
The IMF Government Finance Statistics contains statistical data on 

government financial operations for 156 countries. Where reported, 

the database contains time series from 1990 onwards using the 

Government Finance Statistics Manual 2001 (GFSM 2001) framework.

The statistics, issued quarterly, are updated as new data are received  

and time series become available. These time series present combined 

statistics on revenue, expense, transactions in nonfinancial assets,  

and financial assets and liabilities, as well as on stocks of assets and 

liabilities of general government and its subsectors.

Government Finance Statistics Yearbook
The Government Finance Statistics Yearbook contains detailed annual data on revenue, expense, 

transactions in assets and liabilities, and stocks of assets and liabilities of general government and 

its subsectors. Data are summarized in the Statement of Government Operations for countries 

reporting a mixture of cash and noncash (e.g., accrual) data for some or all subsectors of general 

government. Data are also summarized in the Statement of Sources and Uses of Cash for countries 

reporting cash-based data. 

The GFS Yearbook also presents balance sheet information that integrates stocks, transactions, and 

other economic flows of government assets and liabilities appropriate for fiscal analysis. In addition, 

world tables provide cross-country comparisons of the main GFSM 2001 aggregates and balances as 

percentage of gross domestic product (GDP). 

GFS is available online, in print, and on CD-ROM, and can be ordered in combined database and print 

subscription packages.

Direction of Trade Statistics and Government Finance Statistics
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Manuals and Guides

IMF Manuals and Guides contain practical “how-to” information for economists, researchers, and policymakers. 
Some of the topics covered include tax policy, balance of payments statistics, external debt statistics, foreign 
exchange reserve management, price indices, and financial sector assessment. The following publications are our 
bestsellers.

Public Sector Debt Statistics: Guide for  
Compilers and Users
Public Sector Debt Statistics is the first international guide of its kind. It seeks to improve the quality and 

timeliness of key debt statistics to promote a convergence of recording practices to foster international 

comparability. It is the reference for those compiling and disseminating these data.

The guide draws on the broad range of experience of different institutions and benefited from consultation 

with national compilers of government finance and public sector debt statistics.  The guide’s concepts are 

harmonized with those of  the System of National Accounts (2008) and the Balance of Payments and International Investment  

Position Manual, Sixth Edition.

Balance of Payments and International 
Investment Position Manual, Sixth Edition
The sixth edition of the Balance of Payments and International Investment Position Manual (BPM6) presents 

revised and updated standards for concepts, definitions, and classifications for international accounts 

statistics. These standards are used globally to compile comprehensive and comparable data.

The sixth edition is the latest in a series that the IMF began in 1948. It is the result of widespread consultation 

and provides elaboration and clarification requested by users. In addition, it focuses on developments such 

as globalization, financial market innovation, and increasing interest in balance sheet analysis.

Manual on Fiscal Transparency
The Manual on Fiscal Transparency provides an authoritative account and explanation of the revised  

IMF Code of Good Practices on Fiscal Transparency (the Code). It expands and updates the 2001 edition 

of the Manual, which has been used by countries assessing the transparency of their fiscal management 

practices and by legislatures, civil society organizations, economists, and financial analysts. Many new 

examples of implementation of the Code by countries in all regions of the world and at different levels of 

development are included. 

The Manual identifies numerous benefits from fiscal transparency, such as providing citizens with 

information to hold governments accountable for their policy choices, informing and improving the quality  

of economic policy decisions, highlighting potential risks to the fiscal outlook, and easing a country’s  

access to international capital markets.
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Export and Import Price Index Manual:  
Theory and Practice
Export and Import Price Index Manual: Theory and Practice explores the conceptual and theoretical issues that 

national statistical offices should consider in the daily compilation of export-import price indices. Intended for use 

by both developed and developing countries, it replaces guidance from the United Nations that is now outdated.  

This comprehensive manual reviews the different practices currently in use, proposes alternatives, and discusses 

the advantages and disadvantages of each option.  The Manual serves the needs of national statistical offices, international  

organizations, businesses, policymakers, and researchers. 

International Transactions in Remittances:  
Guide for Compilers and Users 
International Transactions in Remittances: Guide for Compilers and Users presents concepts, definitions, and 

classifications related to remittances. It is consistent with the new standards for measuring balance of payments 

transactions, as contained in the sixth edition of the Balance of Payments and International Investment Position 

Manual (BPM6).  

The Guide identifies the main remittances compilation methods currently being used and discusses in detail the 

strengths and weaknesses of each method. It is the first manual providing compilation guidance for remittances  

and is also the first compilation guide based on concepts set out in BPM6.

The General Data Dissemination System:  
Guide for Participants and Users 
The IMF’s work on data dissemination standards consists of two tiers: the General Data Dissemination 

System (GDDS), which applies to all IMF member countries, and the Special Data Dissemination Standard 

(SDDS), for those members having or seeking access to international capital markets.  The GDDS framework 

provides governments with guidance on the overall development of the macroeconomic, financial, and 

sociodemographic data that are essential for policymaking and analysis in an environment that increasingly 

requires relevant, comprehensive, and accurate statistical data. 

The General Data Dissemination System: Guide for Participants and Users explains the nature, objectives, and operation of  

the GDDS, the data dimensions it covers, and how countries participate. It provides national statistical authorities with a  

management tool and a framework to foster sound statistical methodology, professional data compilation, and data dissemination.

Monetary and Financial Statistics: Compilation Guide
Monetary and Financial Statistics: Compilation Guide is a companion to the IMF’s Monetary and Financial Statistics 

Manual (2000). It describes the economic sectorization, valuation, and other accounting rules used in compiling 

data on the financial assets and liabilities of the financial corporations sector and all economic sectors of an 

economy. This guide to best practices contributes to the IMF’s ongoing initiatives to enhance data transparency 

and statistical standards among member countries, and thus to further the adoption of sound macroeconomic 

policies and the smooth functioning of global financial markets.

Manuals and Guides
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Subscription Package Options

eLibrary Collections Options

Select the option that suits your organization’s needs: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

IMF Statistics   x x  x x

Books and Analytical Papers  x  x x  x

Periodicals and Reports x   x x x

Explore the new IMF eLibrary and order today

The IMF eLibrary offers the entire catalog of IMF publications in various digital formats bundled into collection 
groupings for easy purchase. You can access all IMF content in an integrated database environment. 

Our collection categories allow for easy content expansion without complicated orders. 

• IMF Statistics include authoritative IMF data, such as International Financial Statistics, Government Finance  
 Statistics, statistical yearbooks, and other online resources for research.

• Books and Analytical Papers provide access to IMF thought leadership, unique studies, and important research.  
 Publications include Occasional Papers, books, and Working Papers.

• Periodicals and Reports encompass all the unparalleled IMF reports on where the global economy has been and  
 may be heading. Some examples of these exemplary documents are World Economic Outlook, Global Financial  
 Stability Report, Fiscal Monitor, and Regional Economic Outlook reports.

We’ll help you choose a subscription package to meet your needs.

The options are outlined below.

The IMF eLibrary offers a single package price for institutional access to the IMF collection.  
The annual subscription fee is based upon the number of FTEs, with discounts offered to nonprofit  

institutions and those in emerging markets. Qualifying nonprofit institutions in developing countries  
can subscribe, free-of-charge, to the complete eLibrary package (option 4).

www.elibrary.imf.org

For information on the IMF eLibrary subscriptions and pricing and to arrange an institutional free trial, 
please contact Cathy Willis at cwillis@imf.org or FAX the form on the back of this page.
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eLibrary Free Trial Offer

Just fill in the information below and  
FAX to 202-589-7426.

First Name ________________________________________________________

Last Name ________________________________________________________

Organization ______________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________

Number of FTEs ___________________________________________________

Conditions apply. Free trials are available to qualifying institutions.

Please sign up today to experience the depth and quality  
of the IMF eLibrary through a special free trial.
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