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OAI-PMH and OHS

OAI: Open Archives Initiative 
(Organization)

PMH: Protocol for Metadata 
Harvesting (Protocol)

OHS: Open Harvester Systems 
(Software)
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The Problem (for Projects)
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OAI-PMH
Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting
http://www.openarchives.org/pmh
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OAI-PMH
A typical conversation using OAI verbs...

Harvester
(“Service Provider”)

Journal

“Hi, who are you?” (Identify)
“I'm Simon Fraser University Journals. My technical 
contact is xxx@yyy.com; my earliest datestamp is 

December 5th, 2004.”
“What metadata formats do you support?” 
(listMetadataFormats)

“In addition to Dublin Core: MARCXML and NLM.”
“Give me a list of all records.” (ListRecords)

“I have records xxx, yyy, and zzz.”
“Give me record yyy in NLM format.” (GetRecord)

“...<article-title>My Article</article-title>...”



OAI-PMH

Harvester
(“Service Provider”)

Journal

“Give me, in Dublin Core format, everything since 
October 17th, 2012.” (ListRecords with date range)

“...<dc:title>My Article 1</dc:title>...
...<dc:title>My Article 2</dc:title>...

...<dc:title>My Article 3</dc:title>...”

Periodic updates...



OAI-PMH

Harvester
(“Service Provider”)

Journal

“What sets do you have?” (ListSets)

“I have Articles, Research Notes, Book Reviews.”

“Give me everything in Book Reviews in Dublin Core 
format.” (ListRecords with setSpec)

“...<dc:title>Book Review 1</dc:title>...
...<dc:title>Book Review 2</dc:title>...

...<dc:title>Book Review 3</dc:title>...”

Sets...



Open Harvesting Systems (OHS)
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Administration

Allows searching and browsing
across different metadata
formats (e.g. DC and NLM)



Administration

For flexibility, metadata formats
and even the OAI protocol are

implemented as plugins.



Administration

Here is where each dta provider
should be added and managed.
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Administration

Journal
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Things I didn't talk about...

• Harvesting harvesters
• Non-metadata content
• Non-OAI data sources
• Crosswalking
• SWORD



thanks

http://pkp.sfu.ca

contact the PKP team at pkp.contact@gmail.com

thanks!

mailto:pkp.contact@gmail.com
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